PUDDILES T PONIDS

POST-PROJECIT_REFLEL N ONS
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS EDUCATION
THROUGH RESTORATION PROJECT

The 2024 'Puddles to Ponds' project has focused on the power of small bodies of water to become thriving habitats
and outdoor classrooms. With the help of funding, we've created 19 new ponds and renovated one large pond. In
various locations across the Highlands, from Lochaber to Caithness. While the importance of ponds for biodiversity Cuntact:-lmng_en Furlong

is well known, this project highlights how these ponds have also served as invaluable tools for educating and Countryside Ranger Service Manager
inspiring the next generation of environmental stewards. imogen.furlong@highlifehighland.com
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A RESTORED HABITAT

The restored curling pond at the Highland Folk Museum plays an
important role in connecting nearby freshwater habitats like the Sawmill
Pond, Loch Imrich, and the River Spey, boosting biodiversity in the Strath:.
The pond is located within a regenerating woodland, making it ideal for LG . TSR AN
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- N By | experiences. Highland students
have had the opportunity to
observe creatures like dragonfly
nymphs and minibeasts up close,
enhancing their understanding of
freshwater ecosystems.

The High Life Highland Ranger Team invited students to create illustrations for the museum’s restored
pond interpretation panel, inspired by the wildlife in and around their own local ponds. The winning
artworks have been transformed into the colourful, child-friendly interpretation board below, that now
helps visitors explore and learn about the museum pond's diverse species. An exhibition at the |
Inverness Museum and Gallery of the original artworks is planned for 2025. — o SO
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together to create these small but impactful
habitats, the community groups played a key role
in expanding the project’s reach.

Even a small pond will attract wildlife
- why not put one in your garden?
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