Neil Gunn Awards 2026, secondary prizes (in reverse order)

Highly Commended
The Traveler by Iona Olczyk and Glean Affraig by Kelsie Ruffle
Both The Traveler by Iona and Glean Affraig by Kelsie show great promise. The Traveler takes readers on an extraordinary journey through the natural world while asking the age-old question “Who Am I?” while Glean Affraig beautifully reflects the awe that the writer has for that same natural world. 
Both Iona and Kelsie place us, as humans, firmly within a vast and ancient landscape and do so with real talent.

Third Place
Tae Pent by Erica Cload
“Oor laund’s in Eilidh’s bluid, it rins ithin her saul, an ‘thon sheep traik ower her hert”.
Tae Pent is another hugely accomplished winner, again written in Scots.  Using clever language and a good deal of humour Tae Pent manages to encapsulate the protagonist’s struggle between her love of the land, her understanding of its generational value and her desire for the bright city lights.  It’s incredibly cleverly written with an exceptionally strong narrative voice. Erica is another writer that I would like to hear more from in the future.

Second Place
Scalpaigh na Hearadh by Flora Barlow
This evocative piece of writing details a visit to Grandparents on in Scalpay. The remarkably visual writing encapsulates a real sense of place and people and I found it hugely evocative of my own childhood in the Outer Hebrides. Flora’s prose is detailed, lyrical and thoughtful, gently touching on the clash between old and new and I particularly liked the following description of an evening:
“My grandpa read through the bible, the golden lining on each page carefully sifted by his steady hands, slowly and carefully, his Gaelic accent swinging English like the gentle bell of a church…Amen”.
I was sorry to reach the end of this piece and encourage Flora to nurture her talent and to continue writing.






First Place
The River’s Mouth by Lucian Hutchison
The roar is aye speaking,
No juist watter, but stories – joys flung
Tae the wind, griefs whispered in the dark”.
This striking poem combines Scots and Gaelic to embody the rush of a river towards a bridge, perfectly encapsulating the respective permanence and impermanence of each and beautifully illustrating our human desire to place our own attributes on the natural world as a means of understanding it.
The combination of both languages in this work is adept, and Lucien’s ability to do so while still maintaining the inherent rhythm of the poem shows not only a mastery of both languages but the skill of an innately talented writer whom I hope to hear more from in the future.






