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P912 Papers of Michael J. Gunn 

RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:   GB1741/P912 

Alternative reference number:  

Title:     
Papers of Michael J. Gunn 

Dates of creation: c.1870-2022 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 6 linear metres 

Format: Paper, photographs, microfilm, CD-ROM 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: Michael J. Gunn 

Administrative history: The Michael J. Gunn Papers contain a 
collection of documents, books, photographs, 
and family trees on the Clan Gunn. The 
collection was amassed by Michael J. Gunn 
(b.1942) during more than sixty years of 
research carried out in the major and special 
libraries and archives of the United Kingdom, 
and as a consequence of interrogating many of 
his relatives in Caithness, Sutherland, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and the rest of the 
Gunn diaspora. 

Michael J. Gunn is the author of several books 
including ‘Caithness Castles’, ‘Historical 
Dictionary of the Albanian Tribes, Clans, and 
Families’, and ‘Sons of the Sword: a 
genealogical history of the Hereditary Chiefs of 
the Clan Gunn, descendants of the Pictish 
Mormaers of Catt, the Viking Jarls of 
Orkney/Caithness, and the Hereditary 
Crowners of Caithness’. 

When living in Caithness, Michael J. Gunn and 
his family lived at Kirkhill House in Wick. 

Custodial history: Deposited by Michael J. Gunn 

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Contains original manuscripts, genealogies, 
and research both completed by and collected 
by Michael J. Gunn relating to the Clan Gunn. 

The Clan Gunn Register’s framework is the 
Gunn baptisms, marriages, and deaths 
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extracted from the Old Parish Registers of 
Scotland, arranged in nuclear families. Other 
genealogical data has been added to build up a 
genealogical description of each family. 
Compiled by Dr Colin Gunn. 

Also includes historical research on various 
subjects including Caithness Castles and 
Albanian Clans; and the personal papers of 
Michael J. Gunn. 

Appraisal: - 

Accruals: - 

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: Open, some closures apply 

Closed until: Some items closed until further notice at 
depositors request (see individual entries for 
details) 

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copyright © All texts, photographs, digital and 
microfilm images authored or created by 
Michael J. Gunn remain copyright of Michael J. 
Gunn and may not be reproduced or quoted in 
any form whatsoever without the express 
permission in writing of the author. 

Finding aids: Available in Caithness Archive Service 
searchroom 

 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material: - 

Publication: - 

Notes:  - 

Date of catalogue:   2024 
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Ref. Description Dates 

P912  Papers of Michael J. Gunn  c.1870-2022 

P912/1 Clan Gunn c.1870-2022 

P912/1/1 Research material, articles, and manuscripts 
compiled and written by Michael J. Gunn relating 
to the Clan Gunn 

1962-2016 

P912/1/1/1 

Correspondence between Anne M. Henderson with 
Mark Rugg Gunn and Michael J. Gunn concerning 
the Red River Settlement in Canada. Many Kildonan 
Gunns emigrated to the Red River where they 
founded another Kildonan kirk. Includes the volume 
‘Kildonan on the Red’ by Anne Matheson Henderson 
(1 file) 

1962-1981 

P912/1/1/2 

Research on the Gunn Families of Kildonan. Includes 
extracts from State Records, genealogies, transcripts, 
correspondence and other research notes relating to 
all the Gunn families resident at one time or another 
in the Parish of Kildonan, Sutherland (4 files) 

c.1970-2016 

P912/1/1/3 Pipe Music, Poetry, and Songs associated with the 
Clan Gunn. Includes correspondence and 
photographs (1 file) 

c.1967-2005 

P912/1/1/4 

Research for ‘A Scottish Cavalier: The Life, Times 
and Adventures of Sir William Gun (c.1599-1661)’ (1 
file) 

1971-2016 

P912/1/1/5 
Research and article by Michael J. Gunn on the 
Heraldry of the Clan Gunn (4 files) 

1978-2011 

P912/1/1/6 

File on Clan Gunn Highland Dress including Michael 
J. Gunn’s personal Highland Dress, correspondence 
with suppliers of kilts and other items of Highland 
Dress (1 file) 

1978-2016 

P912/1/1/7 
Miscellaneous notes extracted from numerous works 
relevant to the history of the Clan Gunn (3 files) 

c.1980-2010 

P912/1/1/8 

Notes on the Sutherland Papers, also known as the 
Dunrobin Muniments, held in the National Library of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, as Deposit no. 313. Includes Dr 
Thomas Ian Rae’s Calendar of contents; extracts of 
those named Gun or Gunn from rentals, accounts, 
and depositions for the Sutherland Estates for the 
years 1748,1788-1807; Alastair Gordon’s extract of 
those surnamed Gun or Gunn mentioned in the 
Dunrobin Muniments; correspondence; Clan 
Sutherland newsletters (1 box) 

c.1980-2016 
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P912/1/1/9 

Photographs and original artworks for ‘Sons of the 
Sword’, a history of the Clan Gunn. Contains 
photographs, etchings, engravings and original 
artwork of maps, pedigrees, etc. Compiled c.1980- 
1990 (3 files) 

c.1980-1990 

P912/1/1/10 

File containing small notebooks containing details 
gleaned by Michael J. Gunn from relatives in 
Caithness anent the family; also some miscellaneous 
notes, newspaper clippings and film negatives which 
concern the Gunns of Dalfridh, Thurso, Latheron and 
Wick (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

1982-1995 

P912/1/1/11 ‘History of the Clan Gunn’ draft copy (1 file) 1982 

P912/1/1/12 

Miscellaneous notes relevant to a history of the Clan 
Gunn: notes on the Clans of Mackay, Macleod, 
Sinclair, Sutherland, etc. (1 file) 

1983-2016 

P912/1/1/13 
Photographs and Research Notes for ‘Sons of the 
Sword’ on microfilm (8 items) 

1998-2004 

P912/1/1/14 
‘History of the Clan Gunn’ retitled as ‘Sons of the 
Sword, draft copy (2 files) 

2002 

P912/1/1/15 

Artwork for ‘Sons of the Sword’ including map 
showing the territory of the Clan Gunn and 
navigational map by Antonio Zeni, 1380. Oversized (2 
items) 

c.2015 

P912/1/1/16 
Article ‘Olaf the Black and the Clan Gunn’ by Michael 
J. Gunn and associated correspondence (7 items) 

2001 

P912/1/1/17 

Folder of research on stone monuments undertaken 
following a letter published in the John o’ Groat 
Journal on the Origin of the Stone Lud. Includes 
article by Michael J. Gunn ‘The Clearances and 
Migrations of the Clan Gunn’, published in the Gunn 
Herald (1 file) 

c.2002 

P912/1/1/18 Draft text of ‘The Clan Gunn and its Caithness 
Strongholds’ by Michael J. Gunn (1 file) 

c.2005 

P912/1/1/19 

Alexander Gunn, 7th Mackeamish (c.1692-1763), 19th 
Hereditary Chief of the Clan Gunn. Includes 
documents, correspondence, family and other notes 
(1 file) 

2015 

P912/1/1/20 

Research on ‘The Gunns of Dalfridh, Thurso, 
Latheron and Wick: Descendants of George Gun of 
Dalfridh and his eldest son Robert Gunn and Ann 
Whiar or Mackay’, Volume 1 and 2. Includes 
genealogies, photographs, and other family 
documents (8 files) [Closed at depositor’s request] 

2016 
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P912/1/2 Research, Manuscripts, and writings by other 
authors relating to the Clan Gunn 

c.1870-1998 

P912/1/2/1 

‘Clan Gunn - Early history’. Believed to be written by 
Rev. Alexander Gunn II of Watten (1809-1892). With 
a note by Mark Rugg Gunn (1 volume) 

c.1870 

P912/1/2/2 

‘Genealogy of the Earls of Orkney’ by Rev. Alexander 
Gunn II, of Watten (1809-1892). Given to MJG by Mrs 
Hildegard Gray (4 items) 

c.1882 

P912/1/2/3 

‘Supplementary History of the Clan Gunn’ by Thomas 
Sinclair. Published in the Northern Ensign,1902-1903. 
With additional items and an index by Michael J. 
Gunn (1 volume) 

1902-1903 

P912/1/2/4 

Press cuttings album containing David Murray Rose’s 
writings on the Clan Gunn: ‘Highland Notes and 
Queries’ and ‘The Gunn Papers’, published in the 
Northern Chronicle, 1910-1911 (1 volume) 

1910-1911 

P912/1/2/5 

‘History of the Clan Gunn, from 1115 to 1856’ by 
‘Fuimus’. Believed to be compiled by one of the 
Caithness Bruces (1 file) 

c.1960 

P912/1/2/6 
Copy of ‘Gunnlaug Ormstungas Saga’ by Josua 
Mjöberg,1953 (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/2/7 
Alexander Gunn II of Watten’s MSS, and other MSS, 
c.1880-1914. Microfilm (1 item) 

c.1970 

P912/1/2/8 

Correspondence of Miss Jessie Taylor, Mr T.F. Fox, 
Mrs Hildegard Gray, and Mark Rugg Gunn 
concerning the ‘Gunn of Watten Manuscript’ (1 file) 

1963-1971 

P912/1/2/9 

Folder of research by James M.A. Gunn. Includes 
‘The Forebears and Descendants of Ingram Gunn of 
Wick (1737-1800)’ and ‘The Life and Times of 
Colonel Sir William Gun, c.1604-1661’ (1 file) 

1998 

P912/1/3 Clan Gunn Registers c.1980-2016 

P912/1/3/1 Gunn Old Parish Register entries for the counties of 
Caithness, Sutherland, and Ross and Cromarty. 
Extracted from the computer database of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints I.G.I. by Hugh 
Peskett (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/2 Burials: Caithness & Sutherland graveyards visited 
and Gunn tombstones noted and photographed by 
M.J. Gunn. Also contains copies of Cowper & Ross’s 
Burial Grounds of Caithness & Sutherland (1 file) 

c.1980 
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P912/1/3/3 Clan Gunn Register Caithness: Bower (1740-1873), 
Canisbay (1661-1871), Dunnet (1685-1868), Olrig 
(1751-1893), Watten (1708-1869) (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/4 
Clan Gunn Register Caithness: Halkirk 1647-1872 (1 
file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/5 
Clan Gunn Register Caithness: Latheron 1661-1881 
(1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/6 
Clan Gunn Register Caithness & Sutherland: Reay 
1754-1867 (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/7 
Clan Gunn Register Caithness: Thurso 1659-1877, 
also includes Mansons 1648-1854 (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/8 

Clan Gunn Register Caithness: Wick and Wick 
landward, 1703-1873. This file also contains a copy of 
the Historic Wick archaeological survey of 1983 and a 
copy of Michael J. Gunn’s ‘Wick Old Parish Church: A 
brief history and guide’, 1998 draft (1 file) 

c.1980-2016 

P912/1/3/9 Clan Gunn Register: Sutherland, all parishes (1 file) c.1980 

P912/1/3/10 Gunn Parish Record Entries, Sutherland County, 
compiled by Edith Gunn Jensen (1 volume) 

1980 

P912/1/3/11 
Clan Gunn Register Orkney & Shetland, all parishes 
(1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/12 

List of Gunn Wives, being the names of those women 
who have married men surnamed Gunn, extracted 
from Old Parish Registers (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/13 

Clan Gunn Register Aberdeenshire, Argyllshire, 
Ayrshire, Dumfriesshire, Fife, Perthshire, Stirlingshire, 
all parishes (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/3/14 
Clan Gunn Register Edinburgh & The Lothians, 
Glasgow & Lanarkshire, all parishes (1 file) 

c.1980 

P912/1/4 Chiefship of the Clan Gunn: Files relating to 
Michael J. Gunn’s research, Petitions and 
Proceedings in the Court of the Lord Lyon in his 
efforts to establish the rightful heir to the 
Chiefship of the Clan Gunn. 

[CLOSED. All these files are Private and Confidential 
and are not to be made available for public inspection 
until after Michael J. Gunn’s death at the request of 
the depositor.] 

1933-2018 
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P912/1/4/1 

Press cuttings scrapbook concerning the chiefship of 
the Clan Gunn, compiled by David Murray Rose (1 
volume) 

10 Aug 1933-5 
Sep 1933 

P912/1/4/2 Chiefship documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (1 file) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

1964-1986 

P912/1/4/3 Chiefship documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (1 file) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

1987-1990 

P912/1/4/4 Chiefship documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (5 files) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

1991-1993 

P912/1/4/5 Chiefship documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (5 files) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

1994-2000 

P912/1/4/6 

Chiefship Documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (1 file) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

2001-2009 

P912/1/4/7 

Chiefship Documents including correspondence with 
the Court of the Lord Lyon, and interested parties, 
including other claimants to the Chiefship (1 file) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

2010-2018 

P912/1/4/8 Chiefship Documents: The Sage Manuscript (1 file) 
[closed at depositor’s request] 

c.1971-2004 

P912/1/4/9 Chiefship Documents: Claim of Jack Alexander Gunn, 
Australia (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

1980-1984 

P912/1/4/10 Chiefship Documents: Claim of Dr. Alexander 
Nicholls Gunn, USA (1 file) [closed at depositor’s 
request] 

c.1980-1985 

P912/1/4/11 

Chiefship Documents: 1995 Claim of Robert Eduard 
Kamp, The Netherlands (1 file) [closed at depositor’s 
request] 

1995 

P912/1/4/12 File containing papers relating to the Gunn chiefship 
case, including ‘The Chiefship of Clan Gunn, Draft 
Report August 1991’ by Hugh Peskett, and 
genealogies and information on the Gunns of Dalfridh 
and Wick: Mulraines, Deucharts etc. (1 file) [closed at 
depositor’s request] 

c.1980-c.2020 
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P912/1/4/13 Chiefship Documents: Gunn of Rhives, research 
notes by MJG (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

c.1980 

P912/1/4/14 Chiefship Documents: The search for the Roberts (1 
file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

c.2000 

P912/1/4/15 

Chiefship Documents: Notes on the claims of various 
Gunn families that they are descended from George 
Gunn of Corrish (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

c.2000 

P912/1/4/16 Chiefship Documents: Evidences produced by Hugh 
Peskett, FSA (Scot.). Hugh Peskett is renowned as 
the UK’s most formidable genealogist. Retained by 
MJG to establish the rightful heir to the Chiefship of 
Clan Gunn (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

c.1980 

P912/1/4/17 The Chiefship of Clan Gunn: Draft Report by Hugh 
Peskett, annotated by MJG (1 volume) [closed at 
depositor’s request] 

Aug 1991 

P912/1/4/18 The Chiefship of Clan Gunn: A General Survey by 
Hugh Peskett (1 volume) [closed at depositor’s 
request] 

Oct 1992 

P912/1/4/19 The Chiefship of the Clan Gunn: Reports by Hugh 
Peskett (7 volumes) [closed at depositor’s request] 

2000-2002 

P912/1/5 Trees and Genealogies of the Clan Gunn 1958-2017 

P912/1/5/1 File titled ‘Collection of Old Family Trees, 
Genealogies and Associated Documents’. Contains 
notes and descriptions concerning the genealogies in 
this series. Please note not all genealogies described 
in this file have been received by the Caithness 
Archive (1 file) 

c.2016 

P912/1/5/2 

Braehour Family Tree c.1868 written by Captain 
Alexander Gunn of Braehour (1814-1901), son of 
Donald Gunn of Braehour (1767-1861) (3 items) 

n.d. 

P912/1/5/3 
Black and white photocopy of an original draft of the 
Braehour Family Tree 1896 (1 item) 

n.d. 

P912/1/5/4 

The Gunns of Braehour Tree, compiled by Michael J. 
Gunn. The original is in the possession of Mrs. 
Wilhelmina Gunn McLellan, Inverness (1 item) 

1983 

P912/1/5/5 The ‘Fife Pedigree’- Kirkaldy Gunn Tree (1 item) n.d. 

P912/1/5/6 

The Kirkhill House Gunn Genealogies: a series of 13 
genealogies compiled, corrected, and amended over 
25 years by Michael J. Gunn (20 items) 

1958-2010 
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P912/1/5/7 

Genealogy of the French Guionnot Family, said to be 
descended from a Jacobite Gunn who fled to France 
in the 18th century. Unable to correctly pronounce the 
Gaelic surname Guinnich it was transmuted by the 
French into Guionnot. Compiled by Alain Guionnot (1 
item) 

1981 

P912/1/5/8 

Wills/Gunn tree, 1st version, c.1885-6 (in the hand of 
Rev. William Mayo Gunn). Photographic print of 
original, believed to be in the possession of Col. 
James M.A. Gunn, Nottingham. Includes explanatory 
note by Michael J. Gunn (2 items) 

c.1980 

P912/1/5/9 
Wills/Gunn tree, later version, c.1938. Photocopy of 
original from the papers of James M.A. Gunn (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/5/10 

Madras Tree, c.1888. Sepia diazo photocopy of Rev. 
William Miller’s (1838-1923) pedigree of the Gunns 
annotated by his first cousin John Sinclair Gunn of 
Banniskirk (1857-1944) (2 items) 

c.1980 

P912/1/5/11 

Photocopy of Mrs. Betty White’s Tree c.1950. Given 
to Michael J. Gunn by Mrs. White, a relation of J.M.A. 
Gunn, Epperstone, both descendants of Ingram Gun 
in Staxigoe (2 items) 

c.1980 

P912/1/5/12 

Copy of ‘The Bloomingdale Letter’. A3 photograph of 
a manuscript copy of the original 1822 Letter, written 
in the hand of Charles Lewis Gunn (1841-1877) who 
claimed to be heir-male of the last chief (2 items)  

c.1980 

P912/1/5/13 
The Gunns of Dalfridh, Thurso, Latheron and Wick 
Genealogy c.1641-c.1874 (1 item) 

1983 

P912/1/5/14 
The Gunns of Banniskirk compiled by Michael J. 
Gunn (1 item) 

1983 

P912/1/5/15 

Genealogical Tree of Gunn of Banniskirk from 
Alexander Gunn of Killearnan. With corrections by 
Michael J. Gunn (1 item) 

1995 

P912/1/5/16 

Gunn Genealogical Tree produced by Michael J. 
Gunn for display in the Clan Gunn Heritage Museum 
at Latheron, 1985. (Subsequent research by Michael 
J. Gunn in the State Archives revealed errors)  (1 
item) 

1985 

P912/1/5/17 

The Ousdale Tree: Genealogical Tree of Clan Gunn 
from 690 to 1890. Photographic print of original Gunn 
genealogy compiled by John Sutherland (1859-1944), 
the dominie at Ousdale, Caithness. Included are two 
sheets with notes and descriptions by Michael J. 
Gunn (3 items) 

c.1990 
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P912/1/5/18 

The New Hebrides Tree: a genealogy of the Gunns 
c.1903. Compiled by William Gunn, late missionary in 
the New Hebrides (1853-1935). Also includes notes 
by Michael J. Gunn (2 items) 

c.1990 

P912/1/5/19 

Gunn of Bloomingdale tree, c.1890. (in the hand of 
Charles Lewis Gunn, NYC). Diazo photocopy of 
original received from his descendant Dr Alexander 
Nicholls Gunn, USA. Includes a sheet of corrections 
by Michael J. Gunn (2 items) 

c.1995 

P912/1/5/20 

Seize-Quartiers Genealogy of Michael J. Gunn  
(incomplete) showing his descent from the 
armigerous Sinclairs of Strubster, Parish of Reay, and 
George Gun in Dalfridh, sister’s son to Alexander 
Gun 7th Mackeamish (2 items) 

1995 

P912/1/5/21 

Peskett’s Brief Gunn Genealogy. Compiled and 
checked by Hugh Peskett, FSA (Scot.) on the 
information supplied by Michael J. Gunn’s researches 
(1 item) 

c.1990 

P912/1/5/22 

Drafts of the Genealogy of the Chiefs of Clan Gunn, 
Stewards and Hereditary Crowners of Caithness: 
Chiefs 1-14 (1162-1630) (3 items) 

c.2000 

P912/1/5/23 

Peskett’s Genealogy of the Chiefs of Clan Gunn, final 
version. Compiled by Hugh Peskett, FSA(Scot) on the 
information supplied by Michael J. Gunn’s researches 
and in pursuit of the latter’s claim to the Chiefship (1 
item) 

c.2000 

P912/1/5/24 
Sutherland of Rearquhar tree, from Scots Peerage; 
Sutherland, Lord Duffus, Vol. 3, 1554-1819 (1 item) 

c.2000 

P912/1/5/25 
Handwritten notes of names, dates of birth, and 
deaths of Gunns (4 items) 

1988-2017 

P912/1/6 Microfilms 

35mm B&W Master Negative Microfilms made by 
Michael J. Gunn. (All containing documents and 
MSS of interest to the history of the Clan Gunn 
and Caithness) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/1 
Lambeth Armorial, LPL.MS.316, A Scottish armorial 
compiled c.1565-1620 (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/2 
Lindsay’s Armorial, A Scottish armorial compiled 
c.1545 (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/3 
Hague Armorial, KB.MS.130.$, A Scottish armorial 
compiled c.1595 (1 item) 

c.1980 
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P912/1/6/4 
Freiherrnstand, Prague, 6th August 1646. (Sir William 
Guin or Gun) (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/5 
Burke’s Irish Family Records, 1976 (Positive 
Microfilm) (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/6 
Glass, Norman M., ‘Caithness and the War 1939-
1945’, Wick, 1948 (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/1/6/7  35mm microfilms on Clan Gunn history (18 items) n.d. 

P912/1/7 Published Works 1988-1995 

P912/1/7/1 

‘The Gunns of Six Mile Brook’ by Elizabeth Jenetta 
Lafoy and Roderick Miller Mackenzie, Vancouver (1 
volume) 

1988 

P912/1/7/2 

‘Gunn Families Around the World’ by Dennis B. 
Haslinger (1 volume)  
Note from the depositor: ‘This book contains some 
ephemeral items recounting that this work was 
produced as a sort of ‘genealogical rip-off’ and is 
included for its curiosity value’. 

1988 

P912/1/7/3 

‘Our Scottish Heritage: Descendants of John Gunn, 
Schoolmaster of Kildonan’ by Edith Gunn Jenson (1 
volume) 

1995 

P912/1/7/4 

‘Hollyford Muster 1948’, by Gordon Donaldson-Law. 
Reminiscences of David Gunn of Oamaru, New 
Zealand. Autographed by Murray Gunn of Hollyford. 
(1 volume) 

1995 

P912/1/8 Clan Gunn Newsletters 1969-2022 

P912/1/8/1 
The Gunn Herald: The International Journal of the 
Clan Gunn Society (95 volumes) 

1984-2018 

P912/1/8/2 The Gunn Herald: The International Journal of the 
Clan Gunn Society (10 volumes) 

Feb 2019-2022 

P912/1/8/3 The Clan Gunn Society Magazine (1 volume) 1969-1970 

P912/1/8/4 The Clan Gunn Society Magazine (1 volume) 1982-1983 

P912/1/8/5 Gunnsmoke, the newsletter of the Clan Gunn Society 
of Nova Scotia (1 bundle) 

2001-2010 

P912/1/8/6 
Gunnsmoke: The Newsletter of the Clan Gunn 
Society of Nova Scotia (5 items) 

2011-2013 

P912/1/9 Various c.1988-c.2020 
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P912/1/9/1 

The Clan Gunn Society membership list (1 volume) 
[closed for 100 years due to Data Protection 
legislation] 

Nov 1991 

P912/1/9/2 File containing correspondence, designs, and orders 
for the publication ‘History of the Clan Gunn’ by 
Michael J. Gunn (1 file) 

c.1988-1995 

P912/1/9/3 Correspondence with members of the Clan Gunn, 
Correspondence between Michael J. Gunn and those 
of the surname Gunn, Correspondence with Sept 
members of the Clan Gunn, mostly anent orders for 
the History of Clan Gunn. Includes genealogical 
information and family pedigrees (4 files) [Closed at 
depositor’s request] 

c.1988-c.2020 

P912/1/9/4 Cassette tapes of recordings of Mrs Annie Gunn, and 
Robert and Margaret Shearer. Recorded by Nancy 
Chalmers (2 items) 

c.1991 

P912/2 

 

Research conducted by Michael J. Gunn for 
various publications and personal interest (non-
Clan Gunn) 

c.1978-2021 

P912/2/1 Caithness Castles by Michael J. Gunn, published 
by Highland Heritage Press in 2022 

c.1978-2021 

P912/2/1/1 
Caithness Castles research notes Volume 1. Ackergill 
Tower- Braewinn House (3 files) 

c.1978-2004 

P912/2/1/2 
Caithness Castles research notes Volume 2. Brims 
Castle – Flendie Clett Castle (4 files) 

c.1979-2004 

P912/2/1/3 Caithness Castles research notes Volume 3. Forse 
Castle- Girnigoe Castle (1 file) 

c.1980-2021 

P912/2/1/4 Caithness Castles research notes Volume 4. Haimer 
Castle- Westfield House (1 bundle) 

c.1980-2021 

P912/2/1/5 
Caithness Castles spare images on CD-ROM (4 
items) 

c.2000 

P912/2/1/6 Caithness Castles images on CD-ROM (9 items) 2002-2004 

P912/2/1/7 

Caithness Castles production and illustrations file. 

Contains handwritten notes, photographs, negatives 

strips and plates and two CD-ROMs (1 file) 

c.2002-2004 

P912/2/1/8 

Caithness Castles early drafts and supplementary 

research notes and photographs (2 files) 

2018 
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P912/2/2 Historical Dictionary of the Albanian Tribes, Clans 
and Families by Michael J. Gunn, published by 
Highland Heritage Press in 2021 

c.2000-2006 

P912/2/2/1 Albanian Clans research notes and material. Includes 
proof copy of ‘Historical Dictionary of the Albanian 
Tribes, Clans and Families’ by Michael J. Gunn (2 
boxes) 

c.2000-c.2021 

P912/2/2/2 35mm microfilms on Albanian Clans book research 
notes (4 items) 

n.d. 

P912/2/3 Manual of Document Microphotography by 
Michael J. Gunn 

1985 

P912/2/3/1 ‘Manual of Document Microphotography’ by Michael 
J. Gunn (London: Focal Press, 1985) (1 volume) 

1985 

P912/2/3/2 
File of research and images for the ‘Manual of 
Document Microphotography’ (1 file) 

c.1985 

P912/2/4 Research for other publications and personal 
interest 

1981-2006 

P912/2/4/1 

Research notes for a booklet on The Mowats: Lairds 
of Loscragy/Balquholly in Aberdeenshire and of 
Freswick in Caithness. Includes drafts, images, and 
notes. Also contains some notes concerning the 
estates of Duncansby and Freswick (1 file) 

c.1991 

P912/2/4/2 Notes on the British Surname of Bowers. Michael J. 
Gunn’s research notes on the families of Bowers and 
Dallaston (MJG’s maternal forebears), together with 
an introductory summary. The file also contains some 
family documents and early photographs of members 
of the Bowers and Dallaston families. Includes James 
William Bowers Soldiers Pay Book for active Service 
(1915) and National registration Card (1940) (1 file) 
 [Closed at depositor’s request]  

1995 

P912/2/4/3 
File containing drafts, images and research notes for 
a booklet ‘The Crowners of Caithness’ (1 file) 

1995-2005 

P912/2/4/4 Spare images for booklets on CD-ROM (1 item) c.2000 

P912/2/4/5 

Research notes on Zeno, Zichmni ,and the Westford 
Knight, Volume 1. Includes drafts, images, and 
research notes for a booklet (3 files) 

1995-2004 

P912/2/4/6 
‘Research notes on the ‘Zeno Expedition of 1398’ and 
the ‘Westford Knight’, Volume 2 (5 files) 

1987-1998 
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P912/2/4/7 

File containing draft, images, and research notes for 
‘Wick Old Parish Church: A brief history and guide’ (2 
files) 

1981-1996 

 

P912/2/4/8 

Folder of research on Robert Louis Stevenson in 
Wick. RLS was invited several times to Kirkhill House, 
Wick, as a guest of the then Provost of Wick, Charles 
Louttit and his wife. One of Louttit’s daughters is said 
to have become enamoured of the young author. 
Contains miscellaneous print-outs of web mentions of 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1 file)  

2005 

P912/2/4/9 

The Hague Armorial: Images of Arms of the Kings 
and Queens of Scots and of the Scottish nobility, 
including Arms of the Chiefs of Clans, Heads of 
Families and Lairds, c.1595, from the Royal Library, 
The Hague. DVD-R (1 item) 

2005 

P912/2/4/10 

The Lambeth Armorial: Images of Arms of the Kings 
and Queens of Scots and of the Scottish nobility, 
including Arms of the Chiefs of Clans, Heads of 
Families and Lairds, c.1565, from Lambeth Palace 
Library. DVD-R (1 item) 

2005 

P912/2/4/11 

Lindsay’s Armorial: Facsimilie of an ancient heraldic 
manuscript emblazoned by Sir David Lyndsay of the 
Mount, 1542. DVD-R (1 item) 

2006 

P912/3 

 

Work of Academic Microforms Ltd. 

Academic Microforms Ltd. was a business 
specialising in producing microforms of historic 
documents for archives and libraries, run by 
Michael J. Gunn and his wife Janet. The company 
was incorporated in 1985 and dissolved in 2015. 

c.1985-c.2005 

P912/3/1 File on digital archiving, including correspondence 
with Professor Yasukasu Yashikowa on the Katuhitsu 
Scope device (1 file) 

c.1985-c.1995 

P912/3/2 File on publications by Academic Microforms. 
Includes paper, photographs, negatives and CD-
ROMs (1 file) [closed at depositor’s request] 

c.1985-c.2005 

P912/3/3 File on filming, digitising, and scanning projects by 
Academic Microforms Ltd. (1 file) [closed at 
depositor’s request] 

c.1985-c.2005 

P912/3/4 ‘Report on the Microfilm Holdings of the Wellcome 
Photographic Library’ by Michael J. Gunn (1 volume) 

1999 

P912/4 Published Works from the library of Michael J. 
Gunn 

1889-2014 
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P912/4/1 

‘Memorabilia Domestica or Parish Life in the North of 
Scotland ‘ by Donald Sage. Includes inscriptions by 
Michael J. Gunn and David Henderson, Dunn Farm, 
Watten, 28th September 1898 (1 volume) 

1889 

P912/4/2 
‘Early Norse Castles’ by J. Storer Clouston, Kirkwall 
(1 volume) 

1931 

P912/4/3 
‘Estate Documents at Lambeth Palace Library: A 
Short Catalogue’ by Jane Sayers (1 volume) 

1965 

P912/4/4 ‘The Vikings’ by Michael Hasloch Kirkby (1 volume) 1977 

P912/4/5 

‘Orkneyinga Saga: The History of the Earls of 
Orkney’, translated and with an introduction by 
Hermann Pãlsson and Paul Edwards (1 volume) 

1978 

P912/4/6 

‘Muster Roll of Prince Charles Edward Stuart’s Army, 
1745-46’, edited by Alistair Livingston of Bachuil, 
Christian W H Aikman and Betty Stuart Hart (1 
volume) 

1984 

P912/4/7 
‘The Jacobite Rebellions, 1689-1745’ by Michael 
Barthorp (1 volume) 

1982 

P912/4/8 
‘Reformed by Bishops: Galloway, Orkney and 
Caithness’ by Gordon Donaldson (1 volume) 

1987 

P912/4/9 
‘Tigers Round the Throne: The Court of Tipu Sultan 
(1750-1799)’ Exhibition Catalogue (1 volume) 

1990 

P912/4/10 
‘The Church in the Square: Pulteneytown Parish 
Church,1842-1992’ (1 volume) 

1993 

P912/4/11 
‘Traditional Folksongs and Ballads of Scotland: 
Volume 3’ by John Loesberg (1 volume) 

1994 

P912/4/12 
‘Dreams and Visions: The Long Night’ by Stacy Gray 
(1 volume) 

1994 

P912/4/13 

‘Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Society of 
Antiquaries of London’ by Pamela J. Willetts (1 
volume) 

2000 

P912/4/14 ‘A Caithness Wordbook’ by James Miller (1 volume) 2001 

P912/4/15 

‘Kings, Lords and Men in Scotland and Britain,1300-
1625: Essays in Honour of Jenny Wormald’ edited by  
Steve Boardman and Julian Goodare (1 volume) 

2014 

P912/4/16 Photocopy of ‘Caithness Family History’ by John 
Henderson, 1884 (1 file) 

n.d. 

P912/5 Photographs c.1950-1989 
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P912/5/1 Framed photograph of Christmas at Kirkhill House. 
Pictured are Michael and Jane Gunn with son 
Alexander and daughter Victoria and their dog 
Whisky (1 item) 

c.1987 

P912/5/2 Framed photograph of Wick Harbour with fishing 
boats The Maid of Honour WK.30, WK.209, WK.306 
and WK.3 (1 item) 

c.1950 

P912/5/3 Framed print of James Graham, Marquis of Montrose, 
c.1650 (1 item) 

c.1980 

P912/5/4 Framed photograph of ‘Stroma’, a collie dog, at Wick 
Riverside (1 item) 

1983 

P912/5/5 Framed photograph of Grant Street, Wick, c.1920 (1 
item) 

c.1980 

P912/5/6 Framed photograph of a Quatercentenary 
presentation at the Town Hall, Wick. Michael J. Gunn 
is pictured presenting the Quatercentenary gift of a 
model Viking ship in glass made by Dennis Mann. L-
R The Quatercentenary Maid of Honour Tracy 
Sutherland, Douglas Pringle-Wilson, Quatercentenary 
Queen Valerie Sutherland, Dennis Mann, Michael J. 
Gunn, the Reverend Paul Williamson, Chaplain of 
Clan Gunn (1 item) 

1989 

P912/6 Personal Papers of Michael J. Gunn and Family 1877-c.2010 

P912/6/1 Engraving of Robert Burns, published by William 
Paterson, Edinburgh, 1877. On reverse are 2 poems 
by Alexander McKenzie Gunn, Michael J. Gunn’s 
father, written in 1946 and 1947 (1920-1974) (1 item) 

1877-1947 

P912/6/2 

Notebook (‘Liber Amicorum’) belonging to Ada Dinah 
Dallaston (later Mrs. J.W. Bowers, MJG’s maternal 
grandmother). Includes poetry, proverbs, illustrations, 
and greetings cards (1 volume) [Closed at depositor’s 
request]  

25 Apr 1914-22 
Aug 1918 

P912/6/3 Patent Application for a Computer Controlled Multi-
Media Duplicating Device, invented by Michael 
James Gunn. Application no. 47091/76 (1 file) 

11 Nov 1976 

P912/6/4 
Kirkhill House, Wick, Title Deeds 1634-1981 on 
microfilm (1 item) 

c.1981 

P912/6/5 
Architectural Plans of Kirkhill House. Oversized (1 
file) 

1989 

P912/6/6 Michael J. Gunn’s personal Masonic documents, 
including certificates, membership cards, Byelaws, 

1985-1995 
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various documents and correspondence (1 file and 3 
items)  

[CLOSED at depositor’s request]  

P912/6/7 

‘Scotland in the Viking World: AD.793-1014’, by 
Victoria A. Gunn. Unpublished dissertation for 
master’s degree, University of Glasgow, 1987 (1 file) 

1987 

P912/6/8 Proof of the cover of ‘Bede’s Historiae: Genre, 
Rhetoric, and the Construction of Anglo-Saxon 
Church History’ by Vicky Gunn (1 item) 

c.1999 

P912/6/9 Sketches by the artist Mike Gunn [Michael J. Gunn] 

and two files detailing exhibitions of works (1 box) 

c.2005-c.2015 

P912/6/10 Photocopy of a class photograph, Wick High School, 

1958. Includes list of names (2 items) 

c.2010 

P912/7 Various c.1974-2005 

P912/7/1 

Ordnance Survey map of Duncansby Head, Sheet 

ND 37/47 (1 item) 
1978 

P912/7/2 

Ordnance Survey map of Thurso and Dunbeath, 

Sheet 11 (1 item) 

c.1974 

P912/7/3 8mm reels of film, contents unknown (2 items) n.d. 

 


