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P987 – ‘A Christian and Heavenly Treatise’ by M.I. Abernethy 
 

RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  GB1741/P987 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: ‘A Christian and Heavenly Treatise’ by 
M.I. Abernethy 

Dates of creation: 1630 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 volume 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: M.I. Abernethy (author) 

Administrative history: M.I. Abernethy (or John Abernethy) was 
the Bishop of Caithness from 1616-1638.  

He was the son of Thomas A. of 
Glencorse and Jean Straiton, one of the 
original students at the University of 
Edinburgh under Rollock ; M.A. (1587) ; 
reader in 1588 ; adm. min. 7th Aug. 1593. 
He was a member of Assembly in 1601, 
1602, 1608, and 1616. He signed the 
Protest against the introduction of 
Episcopacy (1st July 1606), yet when 
Constant Moderators were set-up he 
accepted office for the Presb. of 
Jedburgh. For two years his brethren 
refused to acknowledge him and in 1615 
he solicited appointment to the 
Archbishopric of Glasgow; was made 
D.D., a member of the Court of High 
Commission, and promoted to the See of 
Caithness, 7th Dec. 1616. 

He married twice, the first marriage in 
1600 to Alison (daughter of Sir David 
Home of Fishwick, governor of 
Dumbarton Castle), with whom he had 3 
children. His second marriage in 1606 
was to Isabella (daughter of Patrick 
Murray of Philiphaugh) with whom he had 
6 children. 
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Custodial history: The volume originally deposited by Wick 
Library to be part of the public reference 
section. Due to the age of the item, it has 
been accessioned into the archive 
collection.  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  ‘A Christian and Heavenly Treatise: 
Containing physicke for the soule: very 
necessary for all that would enjoy true 
soundess of minde and peace of 
conscience’ by M.I. Abernethy (late 
Bishop of Caithness). Printed by Richard 
Badger, London, 1630. 

Book has been re-bound at some point 
and is not in original cover. 

Appraisal:  

Accruals: None expected 

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: Open  

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  18th May 2022 
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Ref. Description Dates 

P987 ‘A Christian and Heavenly Treatise: Containing 
physicke for the soule: very necessary for all that 
would enjoy true soundess of minde and peace of 
conscience’ by M.I. Abernethy (late Bishop of 
Caithness). Printed by Richard Badger, London, 1630 
[Book has been re-bound at some point and is not in 
original cover] (1 volume) 

1630 

 


