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P924: J.H.M. Williamson Railway Collection 
 

RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number: GB1741/P924 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: J.H.M. Williamson Railway Collection 

Dates of creation: 1845 - 2022 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 10 boxes 

Format:  Paper, photograph, plastic, USB 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: Vivienne Williamson 

Administrative history: Research by J.H.M. Williamson on the 
Highland Railways, and the Thurso 
Branch Line. Born in London “within the 
sounds of Paddington Station”, he spent 
many days in Euston Station, with a 
platform ticket and a lunch box, watching 
all the comings and goings.  

In 1953 he got his first camera and when 
on holiday in Thurso, he photographed 
the Station and quizzed the Station 
Master and that was the start of this 
project. He took many photographs with 
detailed descriptions written next to them, 
gathered cuttings from local newspapers 
and magazines, and researched other 
sources, as well as asking friends and 
retired Railway Staff for their memories.  

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Research by J.H.M. Williamson on the 
Highland Railways, and the Thurso 
Branch Line. Including articles, books, 
photographs and Journals. 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 
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Access: Open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material: See Index to P924 North Highland 
Railway Photographs, available within 
Archive Searchroom 

P145 Photographs of Highland Railway 
Steam Trains 

P538 Highland Railway Timetables, 
1909-1910 

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  May 2019 

 
 

Ref. Description Dates 

P924 Highland Railways and Thurso Branch Line 1845 - 2022 

P924/1 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering  the 
Highland Railway and the L.M.S. Railway [1 folder] 

1874-1947 

P924/2 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Steam Railways [1 folder] 

1948-1961 

P924/3 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Diesel Railways Class 24 & 26 [1 folder] 

1961-1981 

P924/4 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Diesel Railways Class 26 & 37 [1 folder] 

1982 

P924/5 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways Diesel Class 37 [1 folder] 

1983-1984 

P924/6 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways Diesel Class 26 & 37 [1 folder] 

1985 

P924/7 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways Diesel Class 37/4 [1 folder] 

1986-1987 
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P924/8 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways Diesel Class 37/4 [1 folder] 

1988-1989 

P924/9 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways, D.M.U. class 156 trains [1 folder] 

1989-1991 

P924/10 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering British 
Railways, D.M.U. class 156 trains [1 folder] 

1992-1997 

P924/11 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering Scotrail, 
Railways Ltd. , National Express Group and class 156 
D.M.U. trains [1 folder] 

1997-2000 

P924/12 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering Scotrail, 
Railways Ltd. , National Express Group and class 158 
D.M.U. trains [1 folder] 

2000-2004 

P924/13 Thurso Branch Photograph Album covering First 
Scotrail First Group, Class 158 D.M.U and Abellio 
Class 158 D.M.U. [1 folder] 

2004-2022 

P924/14 Index to photographs of the Thurso Branch Line 
collected or photographed by J.H.M. Williamson [1 
folder] 

2018  

P924/15 The Highland Railway: The Far North Line newspaper 
cuttings [1 folder]  

1845-1959  

P924/16 The Highland Railway: The Far North Line newspaper 
cuttings [1 folder]  

1960-1994  

P924/17 The Highland Railway: The Far North Line newspaper 
cuttings [1 folder]  

1995-1999 

P924/18 The Highland Railway: The Far North Line newspaper 
cuttings [1 folder]  

2000-2018 

P924/19 The Highland Railway: Locomotives & Other Rolling 
Stock information [1 folder] 

2018 

P924/20 The Highland Railway: Magazine Articles History of 
the Far North Line & the Thurso Branch Line [1 folder] 

1845-2016 

P924/21 The Highland Railway: The Jellicoe Specials, The 
Royal Highlander & other named trains [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/22 The Highland Railway: The Wick & Lybster Light 
Railway [1 folder] 

2018 

P924/23 

 

Railway Plans of Thurso Branch covering: 
Georgemas Junction, Wick Station, Inverness 
Station, Kyle of Lochalsh Station, Thurso station, 
Inverness Harbour Branch [1 envelope] 

2018 
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P924/24 The Highland Railway: Far North Line & Timetables 
[1 folder] 

2018  

P924/25 The Highland Railway: Dornoch Rail Link [1 folder] 2018  

P924/26 Map of the Sutherland – Caithness Railway [1 sheet] 1872 

P924/27 The Highland Railways Survey commissioned by 
Highlands & Islands Enterprise [1 volume] 

1994 

P924/28 Lost Stations on the Far North Line: The impact of the 
Railways Closures North of Inverness in 1960  
published by the Highland Railway Society[1 volume] 

2010 

P924/29 The Wick and Lybster Light Railway by Iain 
Sutherland [1 volume] 

1987 

P924/30 Directors, Dilemmas and Debt: The Great North of 
Scotland and Highland Railways in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century by Peter Fletcher [1 volume] 

2010 

P924/31 

 

The Strome Ferry Railway Riot of 1883 by David 
McConnell [1 volume] 

1993 

P924/32 Eastgate II A Brief History of the Inverness Site 
published by the Highland Railway Society [1 volume] 

2003 

P924/33 National Atlas showing Canals Navigable Rivers 
Mineral Tramroads Railways and Street Tramways 
for Northern Scotland by G.L.Crowther [1 volume] 

1989 

P924/34 Track Plans of the Highland Railway Volume One 
locations A to F published by Barry C. Turner [1 
volume] 

n.d. 

P924/35 Track Plans of the Highland Railway Volume Two 
locations G-W published by Barry C. Turner [1 
volume] 

n.d. 

P924/36 Railways of Caithness by Wilfrid F. Simms [1 volume] 1998 

P924/37 Railways of Sutherland by Wilfrid F. Simms [1 
volume] 

1998 

P924/38 Sutherland & Caithness Railway Centenary Tour by 
the Scottish Association for Public Transport and 
Wick Society 28 July 1974 [1 volume] 

1974 

P924/39 Great North of Scotland Railway Association Far 
North Express 8/9 June 1974 [1 volume] 

1974 

P924/40 The Last Trains (5) North of Scotland by W.S. Seller 
& J.L. Stevenson (2 copies) [1 volume]  

1983 
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P924/41 150 Years of the Highland Main Line by Network Rail 
[1 volume] 

n.d. 

P924/42 British Rail Class 26’s  A Picture Study by Peter 
Watts [1 volume] 

1982 

P924/43 Ben Hope to HST Memories of a Highland 
Railwayman by Ron Smith [1 volume] 

2013 

P924/44 The Highland Railway Appendix to the Working 
Timetable and Instructions Supplementary to those 
contained in the Book of Rules and Regulations 
published by the Highland Railway Society [1 volume] 

1993 

P924/45 A History of Highland Locomotives by M.C.V. Allchin 
[1 volume] 

1947 

P924/46 The Highland Line (Perth, Pitlochry, Aviemore, 
Inverness, Lairg, Wick/Thurso) by Tom Weir [1 
volume] 

1974 

P924/47 Wirral Railway Circle Expedition Orkney 1980 “The 
Orcadian” by Christopher Bakalarski [1 volume] 

1980 

P924/48 The Dornoch Light Railway by Barry C. Turner 
Second Edition [1 volume] 

1988 

P924/49 The Dornoch Light Railway by Barry C. Turner (1st 
Edition) [1 volume] 

1987 

P924/50 The Dornoch Light Railway Special Edition to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the opening of 
the line in 1902 by Barry C. Turner  (4th Edition) [1 
volume] 

2002 

P924/51 The Cromarty & Dingwall Light Railway by Eric H. 
Malcolm [1 volume] 

1993 

P924/52 The Highland Railway in Retrospect by D.L.G. Hunter 
[1 volume] 

1988 

P924/53 All Rails Lead to Inverness A Pictorial Journey 
Through the Scottish Highlands by A.G. Murdoch [1 
volume] 

n.d. 

P924/54 Rails to Wick & Thurso The Origin, Construction and 
Opening of the Sutherland and Caithness Railway 
and the Duke of Sutherland’s Railway by David 
McConnell [1 volume] 

1989 

P924/55 Behind the Highland Engines by “Scrutator” [1 
volume] 

1989 
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P924/56 Cock O’ The North The Development of Diesel Power 
Aberdeen-Inverness-Kyle by A.G. Murdoch [1 
volume] 

1995 

P924/57 The Last Station: The Story of Dalnaspidal by Lillian 
King [1 volume] 

1997 

P924/58 Track Plans from the Highland Railway 1900 
published by Dornoch Press [1 volume] 

1988 

P924/59 The Heilan Line The Portessie Branch of The 
Highland Railway by Brian Wilkinson [1 volume] 

1988 

P924/60 The Kyle Line in Pictures by Tom Weir [1 volume] 2005 

P924/61 The Highland Railway: Magazine Articles [1 box] 1995-2010 

P924/62 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 1 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/63 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 2 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/64 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 3 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/65 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 4 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/66 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 5 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/67 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 6 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/68 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 7 [1 folder] n.d. 

P924/69 The Highland Railway Journal Volume 8 [1 folder] n.d. 

   

 The Highland Railway Line  

P924/70 The Highland Railway: Inverness East [1 folder] 2018  

P924/71 The Highland Railway: Inverness Harbour Branch, 
Canal Branch, Inverness and Lochend Light Railway 
[1 folder] 

2018  

P924/72 The Highland Railway: Inverness North [1 folder] 2018  

P924/73 The Highland Railway: Clachnaharry to Beauly & The 
Lovat Logging Railway [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/74 The Highland Railway: Muir of Ord, Conan, the Black 
Isle Branch, the Cromarty & Dingwall Light Railway [1 
folder] 

2018  

P924/75 The Highland Railway: Dingwall Station & The 
Strathpeffer Branch [1 folder] 

2018  
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P924/76 The Highland Railway: Dingwall to Kyle of Lochalsh 
[1 folder] 

2018  

P924/77 The Highland Railway: Foulis to Bonar Bridge 
(Ardgay) [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/78 The Highland Railway: Culrain to Rogart [1 folder] 2018 

P924/79 The Highland Railway: The Mound and The Dornoch 
Branch [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/80 The Highland Railway: Dunrobin to West Helmsdale, 
The Duke of Sutherland’s Railway [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/81 The Highland Railway: Helmsdale to Kinbrace [1 
folder] 

2018  

P924/82  The Highland Railway: Forsinard to Halkirk, The 
Forsinard, Melvich & Portskerra Light Railway [1 
folder] 

2018  

P924/83 The Highland Railway: Georgemas Junction to 
Thurso [1 folder] 

2018  

P924/84 The Highland Railway: Thurso Station [1 folder] 2018  

P924/85 The Highland Railway: Bower to Wick [1 folder] 2018  

P924/86 Caithness Books  1866 - 1947 

P924/86/1 The Tour of Dr. Richard Pococke. Lord Bishop of 
Ossory through Sutherland and Caithness in 1760, 
published by Sutherland assoc. Edinburgh at the 
Darien Press [1 volume] 

1888 

P924/86/2 Croft and Ceilidh or Corra-Chagailte by Colin 
Macdonald, published by Moray Press Edinburgh and 
London [1 volume] 

1947 

P924/86/3 Caithness in the 18th Century by John E. Donaldson, 
published Moray Press Edinburgh and London [1 
volume] 

1938 

P924/86/4 Caithnessian Poems and Plays by John Horne, 2nd 
Edition published by Wick John O’ Groats Office 
Edinburgh and Glasgow: Menzies & Co. Ltd. [1 
volume] 

c. 1925 

P924/86/5 Sutherland and the Reay County: History, Antiquities, 
Folklore, Topography, Regiments, Ecclesiastical 
Records, Poetry and Music, Etc.  Edited by Rev. 
Adam Gunn M.A. and John Mackay, published 
Glasgow: John Mackay “Celtic Monthly” Office [1 

1897 
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volume] 

P924/86/6 Prehistoric Remains of Caithness by Samuel Laing 
M.P.F.G.S. with Notes on the Human Remains by 
Thomas H. Huxley, Esq. F.R.S. published by Williams 
and Norgate [1 volume] 

1866 

P924/86/7 The Book of Mackay by Angus Mackay M.A. Minister 
at Westerdale, Caithness, printed by William Rae, 
Wick, no. 96 of 500 copies signed by the author [1 
volume] 

c. 1906 

P924/86/8 Grand Photographic View Album of Wick and Vicinity 
published by William Rae, Bookseller and Stationer, 
Wick [1 volume] 

c. 1900 

 


