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P71 Daniel Gunn Article 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  P71 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Printed Article by Daniel Gunn 

Dates of creation: 1855 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 5 sheets 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: Daniel Gunn 

Administrative history: The Homilist, a series of sermons for 
preachers and laymen.   
Daniel Gunn (1774-1848), was a Scottish 
congregational minister. 
Gunn was born at Wick in Caithness in 
1774, and was educated at the high 
school, Edinburgh, and trained for the 
ministry by Greville Ewing at Glasgow. 
After being itinerant minister in Ireland for 
six years he became in 1810 pastor of a 
small congregation at Ilfracombe. He 
removed in 1813 to Bishop's Hull, in 1814 
to Chard, and in 1816 to Christchurch, 
Hampshire. Here he found a scanty 
congregation, partly consisting of 
baptists. He promptly preached a sermon 
which, as he afterwards said, 'converted 
all the sensible baptists in the place,' and 
his congregation soon grew till it 
numbered a thousand, an extraordinary 
fact, considering that the whole 
population of Christchurch and the district 
within five or six miles was only about 
2,500. Yet his preaching was entirely 
unemotional; no one was allowed to 
preach emotional religion in his pulpit, 
and the laymen whom he used to 
despatch into the neighbouring villages 
were strictly enjoined to abstain from 
adding anything to the printed discourses 
with which he provided them. His Sunday 
school, which was attended by upwards 
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of four hundred children, attained a very 
high reputation, and attracted visitors 
from all parts of the country, even from 
America. He was almost equally 
successful in maintaining a day school 
which he established, and regulated with 
military precision. He was three times 
married, and lived like a country 
gentleman at Burton, near Christchurch. 
He died at Burton on 17 June 1848, in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Printed article by Daniel Gunn taken from 
the Homilist 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 
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P71 Daniel Gunn Article 1855 

P71/1 Printed article by Daniel Gunn taken from the Homilist 
[5 sheets] 

1855 

 


