
Nucleus: The Nuclear and Caithness Archives 1 

P342 Report Concerning the North East Coast of Scotland    
 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number: P342 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Report Concerning the North East Coast 
of Scotland 

Dates of creation: Original report 16th November 1790 and 
transcription done in 1995 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 item 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: Transcription by George Watson of report 
carried out by Thomas Telford 

Administrative history: Thomas Telford FRS, FRSE (1757–1834) 
was a Scottish civil engineer, architect 
and stonemason, and a noted road, 
bridge and canal builder. 
In 1787, through his wealthy patron 
William Pulteney, he became Surveyor of 
Public Works in Shropshire. Civil 
engineering was a discipline still in its 
infancy, so Telford was set on 
establishing himself as an architect. 
Most notably (and again William Pulteney 
was influential), in 1801 Telford devised a 
master plan to improve communications 
in the Highlands of Scotland, a massive 
project that was to last some 20 years. It 
included the building of the Caledonian 
Canal along the Great Glen and redesign 
of sections of the Crinan Canal, some 
920 miles (1,480 km) of new roads, over 
a thousand new bridges (including the 
Craigellachie Bridge), numerous harbour 
improvements (including works at 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Peterhead, Wick, 
Portmahomack and Banff), and 32 new 
churches. 
We see at the end of the report a copy is 
being sent to William Pulteney, who as 
Governor of the British Fisheries Society, 
Pulteney appointed Telford to design the 
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world’s then largest herring fishing port, 
at Wick in Caithness. The village was 
named Pulteneytown and is the location 
of the Old Pulteney whisky distillery. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Transcription of original report 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: Open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  May 2012 
 
 
Ref. Description Dates 

P342 Transcription of Thomas Telford’s report of 1790 
regarding the North East Coast of Scotland and the 
potential of the bays and harbours.  This report was 
sent to William Pulteney who was Governor of the 
British Fisheries Society.  Transcription was done by 
George Watson [10 sheets] 

1995 

 


