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P233 Manuscript poem on the occasion of Queen Victoria's Jubilee by John 
Stuart Blackie 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  GB1741/P233 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Manuscript poem on the occasion of 
Queen Victoria's Jubilee by John Stuart 
Blackie 

Dates of creation: 1877 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 paper 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: John Stuart Blackie 

Administrative history: John Stuart Blackie (28 July 1809 – 2 
March 1895) was a Scottish scholar and 
man of letters. He was born in Glasgow, 
and educated at the New Academy and 
afterwards at the Marischal College, in 
Aberdeen, where his father was manager 
of the Commercial Bank. 
After attending classes at Edinburgh 
University (1825–1826), Blackie spent 
three years at Aberdeen as a student of 
theology. In 1829 he went to Germany, 
and after studying at Göttingen and Berlin 
(where he came under the influence of 
Heeren, Otfried Müller, Schleiermacher, 
Neander and Böckh) he accompanied 
Bunsen to Italy and Rome. The years 
spent abroad extinguished his former 
wish to enter the Church, and at his 
father's desire he gave himself up to the 
study of law. 
He had already, in 1824, been placed in 
a lawyer's office, but only remained there 
six months. By the time he was admitted 
a member of the Faculty of Advocates 
(1834) he had acquired a strong love of 
the classics and a taste for letters in 
general. A translation of Faust, which he 
published in 1834, met with considerable 
success, winning the approbation of 
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Carlyle. After a year or two of desultory 
literary work he was (May 1839) 
appointed to the newly-instituted chair of 
Humanity (Latin) in the Marischal 
College. 
Difficulties arose in the way of his 
installation, owing to the action of the 
Presbytery on his refusing to sign 
unreservedly the Confession of Faith; but 
these were eventually overcome, and he 
took up his duties as professor in 
November 1841. In the following year he 
married. From the first his professorial 
lectures were conspicuous for the 
unconventional enthusiasm with which he 
endeavoured to revivify the study of the 
classics; and his growing reputation, 
added to the attention excited by a 
translation of Aeschylus which he 
published in 1850, led to his appointment 
in 1852 to the professorship of Greek at 
Edinburgh University, in succession to 
George Dunbar, a post which he 
continued to hold for thirty years. 
Scottish nationality was another source of 
enthusiasm with him; and in this 
connection he displayed real sympathy 
with highland home life and the 
grievances of the crofters. The foundation 
of the Celtic chair at Edinburgh University 
was mainly due to his efforts. In spite of 
the many calls upon his time he produced 
a considerable amount of literary work, 
usually on classical or Scottish subjects, 
including some poems and songs of no 
mean order. 
Blackie was a Radical and Scottish 
nationalist in politics, of a fearlessly 
independent type; possessed of great 
conversational powers and general 
versatility, his picturesque eccentricity 
made him one of the characters of the 
Edinburgh of the day, and a well-known 
figure as be went about in his plaid, worn 
shepherd-wise, wearing a broad-brimmed 
hat, and carrying a big stick. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Manuscript of un-named songs by J.S. 
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Blackie 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:   

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 
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Related material:  

Publication:  
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Date of catalogue:  October  2011 
 
 
Ref. Description Dates 

P233/1 Manuscript poem on the occasion of Queen Victoria's 
Jubilee by John Stuart Blackie [1 paper] 
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