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P195 Postcard of Wick from the river 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  GB1741/P195 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Postcard of Wick from the river 

Dates of creation: n.d. 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1postcard 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: Johnston of Wick 

Administrative history: In 1829 William Johnston (1804-1882) 
came to Wick to work on the lead 
flashings on the Parish Church which 
was to be opened in 1830. William found 
Wick to his liking seeing opportunities in 
the then burgeoning town, and so found 
accommodation in Shore Lane. He later 
married Louisa Williamson, the daughter 
of a local cabinet maker and together 
they had nine children. Alexander (1839-
1896) and James (1854-1922) both 
became phtographers. 
Alexander was the founder of the 
photographic business. He left school in 
1853 at the age of fourteen in order to 
enter the family plumbing business as a 
clerk. He appears to have been of an 
artistic temperament and at this time his 
interest in the new art of photography 
was awakening. By 1863 he had set up 
as a photographer at his father's house in 
Willowbank. It was shortly afterwards that 
he set up his professional premises in the 
Parliament Square. 
Photography was beginning to capture 
the public imagination and by 1872, 
Alexander had to move to larger 
premises in Brims Buildings in Bridge 
Street (now Riverside Home). People 
began to visit him and his younger 
brother James (now a partner) to have 
their photographs taken. Between 1870 
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and the outbreak of the Great War, the 
firm was to take about 60,000 portraits of 
individuals, families, friends, workmates, 
and weddings. As the demand for 
individual photographs grew, they 
became very heavily committed to this 
but still found time to photograph outdoor 
events and street scenes, many of which 
still survive in the collection today. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Colour postcard of Wick  

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:   

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  October  2011 
 
 
Ref. Description Dates 

P195/1 Colour postcard of Wick from the river, photograph by 
Johnston, Wick [1 postcard] 

n.d. 

 


