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P132 Reverend James S. Sinclair 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  P132 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Reverend James S. Sinclair 

Dates of creation: 1921 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 4 sheets 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators:  

Administrative history: The Rev. James S. Sinclair was born in 
Pulteneytown, Wick, Caithness, in the 
year 1868. His father, William Sinclair, 
was a merchant.  
After James S. Sinclair left the 
Pulteneytown Academy he went to 
further his studies in George Watson’s 
College and the Edinburgh University. 
As soon as he finished his course at the 
Edinburgh University, he entered the 
New College in that city to study divinity. 
This was a time of searchings of heart for 
the divisions of the Free Church of 
Scotland, and James S. Sinclair was 
destined to have his large share of the 
troubles that were brewing. He had only 
finished two years in divinity there, when 
the Free Church changed her relation to 
the Westminster Confession of Faith by 
the passing of the Declaratory Act. He, 
and several other students, refused to 
enter the New College in 1892. This 
caused him to go across to the 
Assembly’s College, Belfast, where he 
finished his course in divinity. Shortly 
after he finished his theological studies, 
the separation took place in 1893, and 
the Free Presbyterian Church was 
formed. He was licensed to preach the 
Gospel that year, and became a 
probationer of the Free Presbyterian 
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Church.   
He married Miss Sutherland, a daughter 
of Mr. George Sutherland, clothier, 
Pulteneytown; they had a large family - 
three sons and six daughters. 
 
As Editor of the Free Presbyterian 
Magazine he gained a reputation of 
literary ability, soundness of judgment, 
and sedateness in dealing with 
opponents. 
 
Mr. Sinclair went to Inverness to attend 
the yearly meeting of the Synod on the 
17th day of May, 1921, and accepted an 
invitation from Captain K. K. MacLeod to 
be his guest during the sitting of that 
court. He attended, as Clerk of Synod, all 
the meetings held, and was in his usual 
health when the Synod adjourned. On 
Thursday 19th May, he became suddenly 
unwell, and a doctor was called in. Mrs. 
Sinclair was wired for, and she left 
immediately to attend him. He was so far 
recovered that he wrote several short 
letters and postcards on Monday the 
30th, and friends had good hope that he 
would soon be quite better. But that night 
about 10.30, while speaking to Mrs. 
Sinclair, who sat at his bedside, he 
suddenly passed away. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Article from The Free Presbyterian 
Magazine on the late Reverend James S. 
Sinclair 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 
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P132 Reverend James S. Sinclair 1921 

P132/1 Article from The Free Presbyterian Magazine on the 
late Reverend James S. Sinclair [4 sheets] 

1921 

 


