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P131 Life and Work of Joseph Mitchell 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  P131 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: Life and Work of Joseph Mitchell 

Dates of creation: 1893 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 article 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators:  

Administrative history: Joseph Mitchell (1803 – 26 November 
1883) was a Scottish civil engineer. He 
was born in Forres, although the family 
moved to Inverness in 1810 where 
Mitchell attended Inverness Royal 
Academy. He continued his studies in 
Aberdeen. In 1820 he went to work on 
the construction of the Caledonian Canal 
where he came to the attention of 
Thomas Telford, becoming his assistant. 
From 1824 until his retirement in 1867 
Mitchell held the post of Inspector of 
Highland Roads and Bridges. He also 
acted as engineer for the Scottish 
Fisheries Board. He carried out surveys 
for the railways and was involved in the 
construction of much of the rail network in 
the Highlands, including the Perth to 
Inverness line. 
Mitchell was the author of several books 
including Reminiscences of my Life in the 
Highlands. He died at his London home 
on 26 November 1883. 
In recent years Mitchell's home in 
Inverness, Viewhill House, at the top of 
Castle Street, was used as a youth 
hostel. In October 2007, after lying empty 
for some time, it was severely damaged 
by fire. 

Custodial history:  
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RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Newspaper article on the life and work of 
Joseph Mitchell 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  October 2011 
 
 
Ref. Description Dates 

P131 Life and Work of Joseph Mitchell 1893 

P131/1 Newspaper article on the life and work of Joseph 
Mitchell [1 sheet] 

1893 

 


