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In April 1886, William Sutherland and his wife Alexanderina, residing at Lionacuidhe, South Uist, 

became the parents of a baby boy, who they named Robert. William was a member of the 

Inverness-shire Constabulary stationed at Lochdar. 

William’s service 

record indicates that 

he was five feet ten 

and a half inches tall 

with blue eyes, fair 

hair and a fresh 

complexion. A native 

of Sutherland, he 

was married and 

prior to his enlistment 

in the force had 

worked as a fireman.   

After eight years at Iochdar, William 

was posted to Lochmaddy, Fort 

Augustus, Portree, Foyers and 

Aviemore from where he retired on 

“a special pension under medical 

certificate after 30 years approved 

service” in April 1913. 

The Foyers Station Occurrence 

Book contains William Sutherland’s 

own entries detailing the extent of 

his beat and diversity of the duties.  

These included the return of lost 

property and Royal protection duty 

at Kinlochleven. 
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In 1901, PC William Sutherland photograph is among those featured on a collage of all serving 

officer’s in the Inverness Constabulary.   

This is the only known photograph of William, whose son Robert emigrated to Australia.  

   P.C. William Sutherland 

Robert’s grandson, Donald and 

his wife Margaret, visited the 

Archive Centre last year and 

from a copy of Robert’s Birth 

Certificate, staff were able to 

identify and make these 

records available to them. 


