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The sleepy town of Kildonan shot to fame with the discovery of gold in the area in 1868.
Although not the first time gold had been discovered in the region, which was in 1818, it was
certainly the most widely known gold rush in the area. The revelation came when Robert
Nelson Gilchrist, a local man who had spent some years in the Australian gold fields,
discovered a high concentration of gold in the Kildonan and Suisgill burns. After this was
announced in local and national papers, hundreds of

people flocked to the small area in the hopes of making Suisdill PN
their fortunes, 600 people at its peak in early 1869. =, 2 d 8
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Due to the sudden influx of travellers to the
region, small townships were set up to house the
miners. Baile an Or, meaning ‘Town of Gold’ in
Gaelic, was set up on the banks of the Kildonan
Burn and Carn na Buth, ‘Hill of Tents’ in Gaelic,
was set up on the Suisgill Burn.

As the land to be panned for gold was owned by
the Duke of Sutherland, licences were granted by
him to each miner for a £1 a month, with an
additional 10% royalty to be paid on any gold found
on the site.
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SUTHERLAND ESTATE.
PALARISE OF BILDHONAIN.
©sly Bliner's Jicenss,

; By His Grace GEORGE GRANVILLE WILL IAM, DUKE & EARL OF SUTHERLAND, K.G.,

; e — (hereinafter called the Miner).
dn Gnn’“mﬁnl of the sum of One gouud pmj(o the said Duke and Earl b) the Miner,

After these charges were levied
the rate of hopeful miners

= , License, signed by his Factor on his belmlfdul) nuthom 1, to the Miner, to I:g nd scarch fr(; pld, dropped Slgnlﬂcantly bUt many
[F=="0 for his own use and behoof, in the alluvial deposit along the sides of the Kildonan, Suisgill, and Torish .
2% Burns, in the Parish of Kildonan, for the period of Mne €alendar @lnnth from this date, on remalned -
== the expiration of which this License shall terminate.
Dated this day of 1869.
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petitions with over 100 lerecens eco
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August and September 1869 saw the o% WM

number of miners drop further to around 50 N s : W’TW/%“.{
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after a plea citing the tough economic times e ( : o i
facing the people of Kildonan saw the Duke a‘,“7 s &-«-fz‘—*‘-“'

open the Gold fields again.
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In reply to Your Grace's letter ¢ %:_‘?4"'“, o Mvtf

I mueh regret your decision to cpen the gold diggings at Suisgill

and Kildonan, becauge from what I have seen of alluvial washing
in Austrsalia I am afraid that similar work on the Helmgdale will
ruin the river for sport. It appears a pity te bring about

this result for what has proved a failure in the past and is not

likely to be more successful in the future.

These plans, however, caused significant upset from local tenants
of the land and even more ‘disappointment’ from London, as is
illustrated in the many letters the Duke received on this
announcement.

- The Gold Rush left
its mark on Kildonan
and the story has
reverberated

| through the years. In
1 1989 Inverness’
Eden Court Theatre
saw a production of
‘The Gold of

Kildonan’ which GEORGE GUM
{ went on a Highland :
Tour.

Even today, the former site of Baile an Or is still known by that
name and continues to play host to hopeful Gold panning every
year.




