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The Gold Rush year at Kildonan, although a prosperous period for the region, also saw its 

share of quarrels. One particular case highlights the greed and desperation which can be 

brought by gold.  

Duncan Fraser, aged 45, was a storekeeper in Baile 

an Or in September of 1869. He made a complaint 

to Sergeant Ross that he had been the victim of a 

theft.  

Mr Fraser kept two ounces of gold in a box, inside a coffee canister on a shelf in his shop. He 

had shown the gold to a traveller the day before and, since now it had disappeared, he  

suspected that this particular traveller, Robert Rider, a 41 year old Furrier from Birkenhead, 

had stolen his gold. 

Robert Rider had resided in Kildonan for some time at the gold diggings and was in  

possession of a miner’s license. He had not had much luck at the gold fields and had  

coincidentally left Kildonan the same day Mr Fraser discovered the disappearance of his gold. 

As Mr Fraser was eager to recover his gold and have the thief brought to justice, the police 

set out right away and managed to apprehend Mr Rider as he was leaving the area. He was 

taken to the local police station and searched, but the police found no gold in his  

possession. He was released, but Mr Fraser was not satisfied with this result. The suspect 

was searched again, and this time was asked to remove his boots. As he did so, a small 

package fell out of his boot which turned out to be a small nugget of gold, weighing two  

ounces. 

On discovery of this, Mr Rider was arrested and we can follow his journey as a prisoner through 

the records.  
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We are told in the Daily Occurrence Book written by Sgt. Ross that the prisoner will be taken 
to Golspie and then transported from there to Dornoch.  

When the prisoner arrives in Dornoch, it is noted in the daily Occurrence Book of Sergeant 
Bridgeford of Dornoch Station.  

The prisoner is processed at Dornoch station and his crime is entered in the Register of  

Parties Accused of Crimes and Offences, along with the fact he was prosecuted and the 

sentence he received which was 30 days imprisonment.  


