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The 1881 census shows William and Grace Dunbar living with their children Jane, Augustus and 

Andrew and boarder Augusta at 18 Argyle Street, Inverness in a house with 4 windows.   

Two years later on 24 September 1883, William Dunbar registered both the birth of his son 

Alexander, and the death of his wife Grace.  

A search of the 1891 census found William Dunbar and his daughter Jane living in Greig Street, 

Inverness – but where were the other children? 

Checking the Inverness Parochial Board records, we found William applying for poor relief for 

his children on 28 May 1884. 

He is also found asking that children be admitted to the Poorhouse for a week or ten days, with 

William agreeing to pay 5/- a week for each of them while they were there. 

The children  entered the Poorhouse on 28 May 

1884 

Inverness Poorhouse admission register 
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Whilst in the Poorhouse, the children attended Culcabock School. 

The records show that most of the children, apart from Jane, remained in the Poorhouse until 

May 1887 when it was decided that they should be boarded out (fostered).  Donald and 

Alexander (Alick) were boarded out with the Macdonald family at Balintore, Abriachan and 

Andrew and Augustus lived with a family, also called Macdonald, at Burnside, Abriachan.  All 

the boys went to Abriachan School. 

In June 2014 Eric Delawder 

of Orange, California visited 

the Highland Archive Centre 

to trace his family history.  

As staff began to help him, 

they soon realised that he 

was descended from the 

Dunbar family detailed 

above.  His great, great, 

grandmother was William 

Dunbar’s sister.  It was 

thrilling for the staff to be 

able to share with him the 

story of the Dunbar children. 

Culcabock School admission register 

Abriachan School admission register 

1891 census, Abriachan 


